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R POWERFUL CHRAMPIONSHIP

by Shawn Murnin

The 2021 Bowling Green Hot Rods team
was one for the record books. The team set
multiple records in a shortened season and
took home their second league champion-
ship in three years.

The Hot Rods started the season in Green-
ville against the Drive and rocketed out to
a great start. After an opening day rainout,
Bowling Green won their first four games
of the year againstv the Drive, outscoring
the Red Sox affiliate 38-7 with back-to-back
shutouts. Erik Ostberg hit three homers in
the series, including a grand slam, while
Jacson McGowan hit two in the series. BG
started the season 4-2 and was never less
than two games over .500 for the rest of
the year.

July saw the Hot Rods win 11-straight
games with a sweep of Winston-Salem and
a near-sweep of the Rome Braves. The club
saw their record improve to 55-22 over the
month while pitchers like Tanner Dodson,
Jayden Murray, Jacob Lopez, and Colby

CHAMPS

White continued to shine on the mound.
The likes of John Doxakis and Trevor Brig-
den bolstered the Hot Rods pitching staff
as more and more players were promoted
to AA Montgomery, but the turnover did
Little to slow the team.

Hitters like Ruben Cardenas, Greg Jones,
and Niko Hulsizer provided boosts with
their bats to the offense. Cardenas batted
.368 over 30 games with 10 homers while
Hulsizer, who started slow, came around
to hit 13 long balls while batting .248 prior
to promotions. The center pieces to the
2021 offense stayed the entire year and
were fantastic. Jordan Qsar set a new team
record with 23 homers in a season while
steadily batting .257 and leading the club
with 88 hits. Grant Witherspoon tied the
old team record with 22 homers, posting
a.269 average with a team-high 70 RBIs
and 13 stolen bases. Evan Edwards also tied
the old record with 22 homers of his own.
Nine players (Qsar, Witherspoon, Edwards,
McGowan, Hill Alexander, Hulsizer, Jones,
Ostberg, and Cardenas) hit 10 or
more homers over the season
en route to destroying the team
record with 197 collective long
balls.

After a hard-fought August where
the team lost a season-high 11
games, the Hot Rods came out
firing in September. They swept
the Hickory Crawdads in Bowling
Green and took four of six from
Winston-Salem on the road. The
season closed out with three wins

RIREBRICE
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amidst some weather issues against Wilm-
ington to set up the league championship
series with the Greensboro Grasshoppers.

The series featured the league's two
best teams and the best offenses with
the Grasshoppers and Hot Rods with the

best-of-five set beginning in Greensboro.
After a two-day layover thanks to rain, the
series started with a high-scoring affair
that went Bowling Green's way. Edwards,
who is from Greensboro, and Witherspoon
each homered and the Hot Rods came back
in the ninth

to win 10-8.

The Grass-

hoppers

bounced

back, taking

a 2-1series

lead heading

into game

four.

Bowling

Green held on in game four for a 7-5 win
thanks to big-time pitching from Angel
Felipe and Michael Costanzo out of the
bullpen, while Witherspoon continued to
push the envelope on offense. Qsar hom-
ered for the third time in the series to set
up a winner-take-all game five at Bowling

Green Ballpark.

With the pitching staff taxed, Jose Lopez
got the start in the series finale and gave
the Hot Rods a huge boost. The southpaw
tossed 3.0 scoreless frames with four
strikeouts. Bowling Green got on the board
in the first inning with Witherspoon's third
homer of the series, a solo shot, before
Greensboro took a 2-1 lead in the fourth.

That was short lived for the Grasshoppers
thanks to a four-hit, five-run inning in

the bottom of the frame. The first three
hitters got on in order before Qsar singled
home two runs to put the Hot Rods back in
front. Ostberg doubled home another and
Roberto Alvarez brought home two with a
single to give BG a 6-2 lead. Trey Cumbie
threw 3.1 innings without allowing a run
before Zack Trageton finished the final 2.2
frames, capping off a championship for the
Hot Rods.

Bowling Green finished the season with
an 82-36
record, the
sixth 80+
win season
in club
history. It
was also
the third-
straight
such
campaign.
Because
of constant roster turnover and quickly
changing league landscapes from year to
year in the minors, it's incredibly hard to be
a consistent winner. With four consecutive
playoff berths and two championships in
three years, it begs the question: is there a
Minor League dynasty in the Vette City?

HITHECHRAMPSRREBRCK
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Turbo's Tail Waggin' Tuesday

Turbo & the Hot Rods welcome you and your four-legged friends!
Dogs get in free with their owners, courtesy of News 40 & Three
Springs Animal Hospital. A

Wiener & White Claw Wednesday

Enjoy $1 hot dogs & $3 White Claws during the game!

Bootleggers Thirsty Thursday ™
Cheer on the Bowling Green Bootleggers and enjoy $1 & $3
drink specials!
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Fireworks Friday
Watch the sky over Bowling Green Ballpark Light up with
post-game fireworks!

a3
#RevitUp Saturday

You never know what fun we'll be having at Bowling Green
Ballpark on Saturday nights! Be a part of the excitement every
Saturday.

Brunch at the Ballpark

Rays Day Sunday! Enjoy Bloody Mary & Mimosa specials.
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BOWLING GREEN BALLPRRKX

Following Major League Baseball's
acquisition of Minor League Baseball, new
guidelines were put in place to raise facility
standards across the country for team
facilities to help improve performance and
development. Those changes reached far
and wide, but the Bowling Green Hot Rods,
city of Bowling Green, and the Tampa Bay
Rays quickly rose to the occasion.

Bowling Green Ballpark underwent rapid
change this offseason to improve facilities
for the team and fans. The Hot Rods were
the first club in the country to submit
plans to restructure their clubhouse,
performance facility, and other parts of the
ballpark.

The clubhouse underwent massive
changes, adding onto the original structure
while modifying existing pieces. Where
parking spaces were once lined, a new
entryway and kitchen were constructed.
The manager's offices have been expanded
and include room for team meetings to
take place while additional room in the as-
sistant coach's locker room was made. The
training room was upgraded to improve
player treatment and recovery and a wom-
en's locker room was added to accommao-
date the growing population of women now
coaching and umpiring in the professional
ranks. The visitor's clubhouse saw similar
upgrades and changes, as well.

One of the largest upgrades from the
project was in the performance center
across the parking lot. The hitting tunnel
was expanded from one cage to two and in-
cludes a mound for pitchers to throw from.
The cages open up to a large strength and

conditioning area that is totally new, and a
large upgrade from the weight room pre-
viously housed in the clubhouse. There's
also a new video room in the performance
center that includes offices for staff and an
area for players and staff to review footage
from games.

A new grounds shop has been constructed
and includes coverage for materials vital to
maintaining the playing surface at Bowling
Green Ballpark. Another large undertaking
happened on the field this season, and
fans will surely take notice. Brand new LED
lights will now illuminate the field and
bring a new ambiance to the ballpark.

The final project was completed down the
left-field Line. The Happy Hiller Corner has
totally changed with all seatbacks having
been removed. In their place, high-top
bar-Like tables with unattached chairs.

The Hiller Corner is now one of the most
unique seating areas in the South Atlantic
League and a great place to catch the game
or a foul ball.

The Bowling Green Hot Rods continue to
Look for new ways to improve the ballpark,
player experience, and fan experience.
2022's upgrades are the second time the
ballpark underwent large changes, with
the others being after the 2018 season.
These included a new video board, comple-
tion of a 360-degree concourse, an upgrade
to the Performance Food Service Club and
suites, and the addition of MiLBTV. Thanks
to the city of Bowling Green, the Hot Rods
and the city continue to improve the facility
and ensure baseball will stay in the Vette
City for years to come.
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OPENING DRY ROSTER

INFIELDER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Basabe ended the season with the Hot Rods in 2021 but spent the bulk
of it with Charleston. He batted .283 with the RiverDogs and had 24
multi-hit games including five three-hit efforts. Basabe joined the Hot
Rods on September 11 of last season. The Tampa Bay Rays acquired him
in a trade with the Texas Rangers in 2020.

e ry s IUTFIELDER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Brundage returns to the Hot Rods after spending the 2021 season with
the FCL Rays and the Charleston RiverDogs. Brundage hit eight homers
with Charleston while owning the third-highest average on the team
(.360). Beau's father, Dave Brundage, has been a Minor League manager
for over 20 years. Brundage previously played with Bowling Green in
2019 when the Hot Rods were a Low-A team.

PITGHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Afifth-year pro getting his first full season of Minor League Ball, Dacosta is
a crafty left-hander coming off of his best year in professional baseball. The
22-year-old set career highs across the board, splitting time between the
bullpen and starting rotation for the FCL Rays and Charleston River Dogs.
Recorded his first career save in his only opportunity in the FCL while posting
a3.05 ERA with 51 strikeouts with the Low-A East champion River Dogs.

PITGHER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Ahighly-touted left-handed starter out of Texas A&M, Doxakis earned
Low-A Pitcher of the Week award after his first career start with a
full-season team in Charleston, and finished off his first month with the
River Dogs as the Pitcher of the Month. Earned the call-up to Bowling
Green after striking out 42 hitters in 29.2 innings with Charleston last
season.
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cOc2e HOT ROOS
OPENING DRY ROSTER

CATCHER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Driscoll returns to Bowling Green after finishing the season with the Hot
Rods as part of the 2021 championship team. The left-hand hitting backstop
was a key part in the Charleston Riverdogs success in the regular season
during 2021 and came to Bowling Green to play in 24 games. Driscoll was a
Competitive Balance Round B pick by the San Diego Padres in 2019 before
being traded to the Rays along with Manuel Margot for Emilio Pagan.

PITCHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Dryer showcased pinpoint control in his rookie season, throwing 55 of 57
pitches for strikes over nine innings in the FCL last season. Was drafted out of
Division Il Central Missouri after the team won thirteen of seventeen games
in which he pitched in his senior season with the Mules. Dryer was a two-way
player in high school, hitting .416 his senior season and setting Rockwood
Summit High School's career record in runs scored and stolen bases.

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Dyer joins the Hot Rods after spending his first year in the Rays system
with the Charleston Riverdogs. A product of Arizona, the New York Mets
drafted the versatile catcher/outfielder/first baseman in the fourth
round of the 2020 draft and then traded him a year later the the Tampa
Bay Rays. He hit 12 homers between two teams during the 2021 season.

= AR N3 TFELDER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Hernandez is MLB.com's 16th ranked Tampa Bay Rays' prospect to start
the 2022 season. He's one of the most versatile players on the roster
with the ability to play outfield, first base, and catcher. In 2021 Hernan-
dez played in the Arizona Fall League prior to an injury. He played in

73 games with Charleston in 2021, hitting 17 homers with a .252 batting
average.
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OPENING DRY ROSTER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Hiott played with the Charleston RiverDogs in 2021 and won a champi-
onship. Hiott set career-highs with five doubles and six homers and hit
.337 prior to an injury that kept him out most of the month of August.
Hiott shares a birthday with baseball legend Satchel Paige.

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Infante spent most of 2021 with the Charleston RiverDogs and finished it
with the Hot Rods. He played in 101 games for the Low-A East champi-
ons, batting .296 with 16 homers, including two four-hit games. Infante
signed with the Rays and an international free agent in 2016.

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

The converted shortstop enjoyed a breakout season in 2021 after
finishing his rookie year in 2019 with four shutout innings in Princeton,
becoming a key starter in the River Dogs' championship run. Johnson
led Charleston and finished second in the league with 115 strikeouts and
led the team in innings pitched as well. Johnson started off 2022 as the
Rays' number eight prospect, the third-highest ranked starting pitcher.

PITGHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

LaSorsa is with the Hot Rods for a second time after starting the

2021 season in Bowling Green. The lefty finished the season with the
Charleston Riverdogs (Carolina League Champions) and in 19 games
posted a 2.41 ERA and a 0.83 WHIP. LaSorsa went to college at St. John's
University.






cOc2e HOT ROOS
OPENING DRY ROSTER

PITGHER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Excelled out of the bullpen in his rookie season in the FCL, posting a
1.64 ERA and 1-0 record with ten strikeouts in eleven innings. Leonard
did not allow a run in his last four appearances and did not allow more
than one run in a game all season. He was signed out of UC San Diego
after captaining the Tritons in his final two collegiate seasons.

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Showcased the ability to Llimit baserunners and get outs while eating
innings as a reliever over his first two seasons. The Dominican-born
righthander also has played professionally in Australia and throws
almost exclusively out of the bullpen and does so efficiently, averaging
over double the number of strikeouts compared to walks.

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

The left-hander out of Texas Tech proved to be a strikeout pitcher in his
first professional season, averaging two strikeouts per inning in the FCL
in 2021 while walking just one batter. Was originally drafted out of High
School by the Chicago White Sox and comes follows in the footsteps of

his father, who played his college baseball at Howard Payne University.

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Did not allow a run in his first professional season, earning two saves in two
opportunities in 6.1 innings with the FCL Rays. Drafted in the eleventh round
of the 2021 draft by the Rays after earning Pac-12 All-Conference Honors and
ABCA ALL-West Region team with the Bruins in 2021. During the pandemic,
he won the 2020 National Baseball Congress World Series with the Santa
Barbara Foresters, posting a 1.12 ERA with 26 strikeouts in 16 innings.
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OPENING DRY ROSTER

INFIELDER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Tanner played very briefly in Bowling Green during the 2021 season
and was one of the best hitters on the Charleston RiverDogs roster.

The infielder posted a .333 batting average for the season and made

his professional debut with the FCL Rays earlier in the year. A fourth
round pick in 2020, Murray attended UC Davis in college and majored in
Biological Science.

JUTFIELDER

Age:  HT: WrT: Bats | Throws:

Ovalles played for Charleston all of 2021, winning a title with the
RiverDogs, posting a .248 batting average with eight home runs. The
outfielder also plates first base and was acquired in a trade with the
Texas Rangers that also so teammates Heriberto Hernandez and Os-
leivis Basabe join the Rays organization in exchange for former Hot Rods
infielder Nate Lowe, Jake Guenther, and a player to be named later.

PITGHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

The fifth-year pro has been transitioning to the bullpen after beginning
his career as a starter with the Rays in the Dominican Summer League.
Peguero is coming off a season with the Scottsdale Scorpions of the
prestigious Arizona Fall League, where he struck out twelve in ten
innings out of the bullpen and won his only decision.

SNSLES  INFIELDER

Age:  HT: WrT: Bats | Throws:

Ramirez joins the Hot Rods after playing 68 games with the Charleston
RiverDogs in 2021 where he batted .260 for the season. The switch-hit-
ting infielder swatted nine home runs for the year including a two-ho-
mer game against Augusta on July 18. A native to Azua in the Dominican
Republic, Ramirez was signed by the Rays in 2016.
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INFIELDER

Age:  HT: Wr: Bats | Throws:

Simon is making his Rays affiliate debut in 2021 after being traded for
big leaguer Jordan Luplow during the offseason. The speedy infielder
split time between A and High-A last year, but with the Visailia Rawhide
he hit 15 home runs in 77 games.

PITCHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Played three seasons at Western Carolina University, with an ERA of
4.96 in 94.1 innings pitched. Signed in February after spending a season
with the Schaumburg Boomers of the Frontier League, going 2-1 with
a2.14 ERAin fourteen relief appearances. Also played a summer in the
Northwoods and Appalachian Leagues.

CATCHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Soria returns to the Hot Rods after being with the team for a short
time during the 2019 season. Soria spent all of 2021 with the FCL Rays,
playing in 15 games. With Bowling Green in 2019 Soria played in three
games

PITGHER

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

The big Lefty throws hard out of the bullpen, throwing all but 3 of his first 26
appearances out of the bullpen for the Rays organization. Threw a 1-2-3 eighth
inning in a pivotal game three of the Low-A East Championship series in his
only playoff appearance for the League Champion River Dogs last season.

Was named an Under-Armour All-American in High School and a Preseason
All-American in his final year at Duke before the Rays drafted him in 2019.
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Age:  HT: WrT: Bats | Throws:

Named to the Hot Rods opening day roster for the second straight sea-
son and started on Opening Day for BG, throwing four shutout innings
with seven strikeouts. In his third season with the Hot Rods after posting
a5-2 record with BG and earning a league championship ring in 2021.

Nn1IAMS e

Age:  HT: WT: Bats | Throws:

Williams is back for another run the Bowling Green after being pro-
moted during the second half of the 2021 season. Williams, an Arizona
product, was the first ASU short stop to go in the first round in 2012.
He was also drafted right out of Rancho Bernardo High School by the
Yankees in 2017, but elected to go to college instead.

QUALITY FURNITURE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

1730 Westpark Dr Bowling Green
Next to Meijer
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BOWLING GREEN

HOT ROOS RECDARDS

GAMES PLRAYED WINS
Grant Witherspoon ('19 & 21) 218  AlanStrong (19 & 21) 16
BHTTIN E H VE. 450 min. plate appearances STHIHEDUTS
Andrew Toles ('13) 325  Jason McEachern (10-'12) m
HITS SAVES
Grant Witherspoon ('19 & 21) 213  Austin Hubbard ('11-'12) 33
DOUBLES
Grant Witherspoon (19 & 21) el SINGLE SEASON PITCHING RECORDS
TRIPLES
Andrew Toles (13) ‘E EHH 75 min. innings pitched
HOME RUNS Chris Rearick ('11) 1.66
Grant Witherspoon ('19 & 21) 3¢ GRAMES STRARTED
Jordan Qsar (‘19 & ‘21) 32  RyanCarpenter (12) 3
RUNS BATTED IN TOTRAL GAMES
Grant Witherspoon (‘19 & ‘1) 124  Chris Rearick ('11) 50
RUNS SCORED INNINGS PITCHED
Grant Witherspoon ('19 & 21) 136  Ryan Carpenter ('12) a2
STOLEN BRSES STRIKEDUTS
Andrew Toles ('13) [T Matt Moore (‘09) 16
WINS
SINGLE SEASON BATTING RECORDS Wc:liECztev) B
SRAVES
GAMES PLRAYED Austin Hubbard ('12) 23
Drew Vettleson ('12) 132
Philip Wunderlich ('11) 132
BHTTINE HVG. 300 min. plate appearances
Andrew Toles ('13) 385
HITS
Andrew Toles ('13) 169
DOUBLES
Cameron Seitzer ('12) 36
Jeff Malm ('12) 36
TRIPLES
Andrew Toles ('13) 16
HOME RUNS
Jordan Qsar ('21) 23
RUNS BATTED IN
Philip Wunderlich ('11) 86
RUNS STCORED
Cody Rogers ('11) a3
STOLEN BRSES
Andrew Toles ('13) [T

CAREER PITGHING REGORDS

EHH 100 min. innings pitched

Dylan Folor ('13) 1.81
GAMES STRARTED

Chris Pike (15 & '17) 35
TOTHL GAMES

Austin Hubbard ('11-'12) 95
INNINGS PITCHED

Jason McEachern ('10-'12) 2011

HITHECHAMP
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Jack Blackstock Tarra Hartman
Eric C. Leach Matt Hill
Kyle Wolz Ryan Pruitt
Ashlee Wilson Jeff Ciocco
Taylor Dumn G.arret Browning
Kim Myers
Colene Groth
KC Smith-Allen
John Shelton

Hannah Russell

Amber Mingus

Alex Meyer

Logan Sabo
Christopher Poindexter
Shawn Murnin

L. Caitlyn Mason
Karley Livingston







